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Behind Gold Medals. the social foundations and effects of aboriginal baseball dream
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Abstract

This paper seeks to analyze why so many aboriginal people tend to join baseball teams.
First, | will elaborate by developing a picture of the present situation. | will try to investigate
their social foundations and explain the factors which compel them to participate in this
activity. These factors include: firstly, discussions on their nature and constitution; secondly,
views about political-governance and national ideology; thirdly, baseball as a ladder to
higher-level schools or a remedy for their learning failure; fourthly, the lure of economics;
fifthly, standpoints on community culture and social construction. Collectivism is inherent in
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aboriginal culture which contributes to a collective closely knit lifestyle and clustering
network; this also promotes baseball teamwork which also demands a sense of collective
identity. This closely knit clustering social network generates a rippling effect, which brings
about the appearance of baseball villages and baseball clans. By these means, baseball
prevails among the whole aboriginal community.

There are three kinds of social effect when aborigines join in baseball. In the first place,
baseball has become an escape when aboriginal kids are facing learning failure; however, it
helps to reproduce the stereotype on their low academic achievement. The educational regime
that is formed when aboriginal kids playing baseball, it has brought about distinctive studying
styles and admission channels. In the next place, it has strengthened the phenomena of
assembled vocation and has enhanced the tendency towards ethnicized vocation. In the end,
aborigines who could climb to the palace hall of a professional team would encounter
professional baseball labor regime with high risk of a short career and the later difficulty of
getting a competent job. Sport is initially regarded as a ladder to social mobility and the
improvement of one’s economic condition, it's a pity that only a few of them can make it
come true. On the contrary, it prevents them from leaping across the threshold of social
mobility, helping them to fall into predicaments when finding a competent job, and thus
ensures the reproduction of the existing social stratification.

In conclusion, this paper proposes four suggested policy amendments. Firstly, it is
necessary that we carry out a thorough career consultation system. We have to cultivate
professional athletic values for potential athletes among aboriginal kids, and equip them with
gpecial secondary skills in order to establish flexible learning gateways. Secondly, the
Ministry of Education, the Sports Affairs Council and the Council of Indigenous Peoples
should engineer scientific election strategies to sieve out the gifted athletes from aboriginal
kids. Furthermore, they must arrange academic assistance for gifted athletes in order to
actively improve their chances in higher-level institutions. Thirdly, present hiring protocols
and working conditions in professional baseball regime should be examined and reformed.
The mechanism of professional players transforming into coaches ought to be more firmly
established. Finally, we can reinforce body health protection values among aboriginal athletes
as well as establish a constructive sports injury prevention system as a means to extending
their career cycles.

Keywords. baseball, aborigines, social effect, clustering network, ethnicized vocation
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