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Study on Curriculum Autonomy Under Ethnic Cultural Identification —

A case of Paiwan Aboriginals Elementary School
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the state of curriculum autonomy at Aboriginal elementary
schools, especially curriculum autonomy under ethnic cultural identification. Above all, in
recent years the trend of liberalization of curriculum policies has gradually relaxed some
control measures; for example, the determination of the numbers of class sessions for various
learning areas in the grade 1-9 curriculum, application of flexible class sessions, planning of
school-based curriculum, curriculum design, and the selection of textbooks al emphasize the
autonomy of school on its curriculum. This also implies that different ethnics in society,
regions, and cultures have a curriculum specific to them. However, it is an issue deserving our
investigation whether, under this movement of curriculum autonomy, Aboriginal elementary
schools can grasp this opportunity to implement school autonomy on curriculum and develop
and enrich their cultural meanings in accordance with the spirit of autonomy bestowed in
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“Education of Aboriginal Groups Law,” and decide to offer related courses within the scope
of autonomy to retain their cultural heritage and characteristics so as to educate their young
and pass on their special cultural traditions, or they cannot free themselves from the control
and temptation of mainstream Han culture and do some symbolic curriculum autonomy. To
gain a profound understanding of these conditions, this study adopts a qualitative research
method. It selected an Aboriginal elementary school and interviewed three teachers of this
school. In addition to understanding the awareness of curriculum autonomy of Aboriginal
elementary school teachers, the state of school curriculum autonomy under ethnic cultural
identification, and the needs for curriculum autonomy of teachers under ethnic cultural
identification, this study has also put forth some suggestions based on the findings to enhance
Aboriginal elementary schools’ effort to protect and develop their ethnic cultures.

Keyword: curriculum autonomy, cultural identification, ethnic cultural identification
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