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Fig. 2 Risk adaptation actions to climate disasters of indigenous tribe
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Risk adaptation to climate disasters of indigenous

tribe: An action research approach

J iun-HaoWang(l)* Mei-Fen Chen"”

Abstract

Extreme weather disasters, including those induced by climate change, have serious
impacts on community life and public safety in rural areas. However, little is known about risk
adaptation planning for climate disasters affecting rural communities. Thus this study seeds
to understanding the issues of empowerment action of disaster resistance in relation to the
indigenous peoples in Taiwan. Selecting the Jialan Community in Jinfong Township as study case,
this study aims at exploring disaster prevention and response actions to help adapt to the rapidly
changing climate risks in the indigenous community. Using in-depth interview and focus group
techniques, we have reviewed and confirmed disaster prevention resources, and prepared status
and risk adaptation actions with local experts and tribal leaders. Results find that the Jialan tribe
has engaged in community empowerment for disaster resistance issues following the Typhoon
Morakot disaster in 2009. A four-stage action program of disaster prevention and response is
also under implementation, including disaster mitigation during peacetime, preparedness for
pre-disaster actions, emergency response during a disaster and recovery of post-disaster period.
Several policy implications for risk adaptation actions to climate disasters of indigenous peoples
can be inferred from these findings. For example, improving local equipment and resources for
disaster relief, as well as strengthening horizontal communication between inside and outside

disaster prevention organizations can both reduce the impacts from a disaster.

Keywords: Indigenous tribe, Climate-related disasters, Organizational mobilization, Disaster

prevention and rescue, Action research
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